Easter Prayer Guide
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Presbyterian Church

36 hours from 5 p.m. Good Friday to 6 a.m. Easter Morning

Thank you for being a part of this Prayer Vigil at your home — keeping the flame going,
the prayers pouring out, your heart and mind open wide ...

Some people spend this Holy Weekend thinking about the darkness and devastation of
Good Friday and the pain of grief. Others spend it with a focus on hope and anticipated joy. Still
others take the opportunity to look back over the mission and ministry of Jesus and discover
new ways to emulate him in their own lives. Let the Spirit guide you.

While we have every confidence that you could fill your 20 minutes on your own, we
offer you this guide with a variety of scripture.

We encourage you to listen. We know that the Spirit will lead you ...

Scripture:
Isaiah 25:6-9

On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast
of well-aged wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. And he will
destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is spread over
all nations; he will swallow up death forever. Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from
all faces, and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the LORD has
spoken. It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might
save us. This is the LORD for whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.

Isaiah 43:1b-7

Do not fear, for | have redeemed you; | have called you by name, you are mine. When
you pass through the waters, | will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm
you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you.
For | am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. | give Egypt as your ransom,
Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. Because you are precious in my sight, and honored,
and | love you, | give people in return for you, nations in exchange for your life. Do not fear, for |
am with you; | will bring your offspring from the east, and from the west | will gather you; I will
say to the north, “Give them up,” and to the south, “Do not withhold; bring my sons from far
away and my daughters from the end of the earth— everyone who is called by my name, whom
| created for my glory, whom | formed and made.”



Ecclesiastes 3:1-8

For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: a time to be
born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; a time to kill, and
a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up; a time to weep, and a time to laugh;
a time to mourn, and a time to dance; a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones
together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; a time to seek, and a time to
lose; a time to keep, and a time to throw away; a time to tear, and a time to sew; a time to keep
silence, and a time to speak; a time to love, and a time to hate; a time for war, and a time for
peace.

Isaiah 40:28-31

Have you not known? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting God, the
Creator of the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is
unsearchable. He gives power to the faint, and strengthens the powerless. Even youths will faint
and be weary, and the young will fall exhausted; but those who wait for the LORD shall renew
their strength, they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they
shall walk and not faint.

Psalm 23

The LORD is my shepherd, | shall not want; he makes me lie down in green pastures.
He leads me beside still waters; he restores my soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness for
his name's sake. Even though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | fear no evil; for
thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me. Thou preparest a table before me in the
presence of my enemies; thou anointest my head with oil, my cup overflows. Surely goodness
and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; and | shall dwell in the house of the LORD for
ever.

Psalm 46

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear,
though the earth should change, though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea; though its
waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble with its tumult. There is a river whose
streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation of the Most High. God is in the midst of
the city; it shall not be moved; God will help it when the morning dawns. The nations are in an
uproar, the kingdoms totter; he utters his voice, the earth melts. The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our refuge. Come, behold the works of the LORD; see what desolations he
has brought on the earth. He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; he breaks the bow, and
shatters the spear; he burns the shields with fire. “Be still, and know that | am God! | am exalted
among the nations, | am exalted in the earth.” The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is
our refuge.

Psalm 121
I lift up my eyes to the hills— from where will my help come? My help comes from the
LORD, who made heaven and earth. He will not let your foot be moved; he who keeps you will



not slumber He who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep. The LORD is your keeper; the
LORD is your shade at your right hand. The sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by
night. The LORD will keep you from all evil; he will keep your life. The LORD will keep your
going out and your coming in from this time on and forevermore.

Psalm 91

You who live in the shelter of the Most High, who abide in the shadow of the Almighty,
will say to the LORD, “My refuge and my fortress; my God, in whom | trust.” For he will deliver
you from the snare of the fowler and from the deadly pestilence; he will cover you with his
pinions, and under his wings you will find refuge; his faithfulness is a shield and buckler. You will
not fear the terror of the night, or the arrow that flies by day, or the pestilence that stalks in
darkness, or the destruction that wastes at noonday. A thousand may fall at your side, ten
thousand at your right hand, but it will not come near you. You will only look with your eyes and
see the punishment of the wicked. Because you have made the LORD your refuge, the Most
High your dwelling place, no evil shall befall you, no scourge come near your tent. For he will
command his angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways. On their hands they will bear
you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone. You will tread on the lion and the
adder, the young lion and the serpent you will trample under foot. Those who love me, | will
deliver; | will protect those who know my name. When they call to me, | will answer them; | will
be with them in trouble, | will rescue them and honor them. With long life | will satisfy them, and
show them my salvation.

Romans 8:35, 37-39

Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution,
or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? No, in all these things we are more than conquerors
through him who loved us. For | am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers,
nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in
all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

1 Corinthians 13

If | speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, | am a noisy
gong or a clanging cymbal. And if | have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all
knowledge, and if | have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, | am
nothing. If | give away all my possessions, and if | hand over my body so that | may boast, but
do not have love, | gain nothing. Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or
arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not
rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all
things, endures all things. Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as
for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end. For we know only in part,
and we prophesy only in part; but when the complete comes, the partial will come to an end.
When | was a child, | spoke like a child, | thought like a child, | reasoned like a child; when |
became an adult, | put an end to childish ways. For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we
will see face to face. Now | know only in part; then | will know fully, even as | have been fully
known. And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.



Matthew 7:24-27

“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and acts on them will be like a wise man
who built his house on rock. The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that
house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on rock. And everyone who hears these
words of mine and does not act on them will be like a foolish man who built his house on sand.
The rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell -
and great was its falll”

1 John 4:9-11

This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world
that we might live through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent
his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought
to love one another.

Galatians 2:20
“I have been crucified with Christ and | no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life |
now live in the body, | live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.”

Philippians 2:5-11

Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature
God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing,
taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in
appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death—even death on a
cross! Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above
every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and
under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father.



